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TAKING UP WATER WITH BIL – INFORMATION SHEET 

 

Background Information 

Barossa Infrastructure Limited (BIL) supplies high-quality, non-potable, supplementary 
irrigation water for viticulture within the Barossa Valley.  Our pipeline network is shown here. 

Using River Murray water allocations, water is transported to BIL’s infrastructure via SA Water.  
Locally treated wastewater, blended with River Murray water, is supplied to some properties. 

BIL is an unlisted public company.  All BIL shareholders are customers.  BIL shares are held in 
proportion to each customer’s contracted volume of Premium water. 

BIL is currently fully subscribed.  To become a customer, either an existing customer will need 
to assign some or all of their Customer Contract to you, or you need to participate in a future 
expansion.  Note that BIL has not committed to further expansion but is investigating it. 

Expressions of Interest for water are invited from customers or potential new customers.  This 
is non-binding on BIL and the registrant but allows BIL to plan according to the Valley’s needs. 

This information sheet provides a summary of the key elements of being a BIL customer.  
Detailed information can be found on BIL’s website, such as the Customer Contract, water 
quality data, annual reports and environmental assessments, so you can determine if BIL is 
suitable for your needs. 

 

BIL Terminology 

Customer Contract - Customers enter into a long term (until 2040) contract with BIL for a 
nominated volume of Premium water and Off Peak water per Water Year. 

Customer Connection –BIL supplies pressurised water to each customer through a metered 
connection.  Customers can have multiple connections if, say, they have multiple 
properties.  The connection is installed by BIL and charged to the customer. 

Infrastructure Levy – Customer Contracts require payment of an Infrastructure Levy.  The Levy 
assists BIL in, say, repaying a bank loan taken out to pay for expansion of the 
scheme.  The Infrastructure Levy is paid out over several years, with each yearly 
payment due by 30 June.  An example levy schedule is on the following page. 

Off Peak Water – Water that can be taken in the periods Oct-Nov and Apr-Sep only (i.e. not 
summer).  Up to 25% of a customer’s Off Peak water can be taken in Oct-Nov.  The 
supply rate is approximately 12% per Off Peak month. 

Premium Water – Water that can be taken throughout the Water Year, including summer.  
The maximum daily flow rate is typically 1/50th of the contracted volume, however 
BIL may make an offer at a lower rate if supply is limited at your connection. 

https://barossainfrastructure.com.au/wp-content/uploads/BIL-Scheme-Map.pdf
https://barossainfrastructure.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Taking-Up-Irrigation-Water-With-Barossa-Infrastructre-Ltd-Expression-of-Interest-Form.pdf
https://barossainfrastructure.com.au/
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Shares – Premium water customers must hold 1,750 shares in BIL per megalitre of contracted 
Premium water.  The issue price of shares has historically been $1 each. 

Water Use Charges – Premium and Off Peak water use attracts different prices.  Unused water 
is charged at a reduced price.  Penalties apply for using water in excess of your 
allocation.  Invoices are sent four times each year.  Charges are revised annually. 

Water Year – BIL’s Water Year begins on 1 October and ends on 30 September the following 
year.  On 1 October each year, customer’s available water volumes reset. 

 

Costs Associated with Being a BIL Customer 

Premium Water Off Peak Water 

Shares 

$1,750 / ML Share ownership does not apply 

Infrastructure Levy 

(The examples below applied to BIL’s most recent expansion in 2017. 
Levies are specific to each expansion, depending on that expansion’s cost.) 

 

 

Customer Connection 

Starting at $9,350 + GST, depending on the size and complexity of the installation 

Water Use Charges 

(Water Year 22/23 prices.  Prices vary each Water Year.) 

Premium Water  $ 1,020 / ML 

Reduced Price $ 480 / ML 

Off Peak Water  $ 1,220 / ML 

Excess Water $ 5,100 / ML 

 


